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CITY OF UTICA URBAN RENEWAL AGENCY 
MEETING MINUTES –September 26, 2024 

1 KENNEDY PLAZA, UTICA, NEW YORK 13502 
 
MEMBERS ATTENDING : Mayor Michael P. Galime, Councilman Joseph Betrus, Councilman Venice 
Ervin, Danielle Faulkner-Forgas, Marques Phillips, Nick Brindenbecker,  
 
EXCUSED: Joe Burke 
 
OTHERS ATTENDING:  Brian Thomas, Assistant Corporation Council Stephanie DiGiorgio, Cathy Mack, 
Gene Allen 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  By Brian Thomas at 9:36 am 
 
ITEM #1  Approval of Agency Minutes  

Mayor Michael Galime made a motion to approve the minutes from the August 22, 2024 URA meeting. 
The motion was seconded Councilman Joseph Betrus and passed unanimously.  
 
______________________________________Old Business___________________________________ 
No Old business 

 
______________________________________New Business___________________________________ 
Item #2  1601 St. Agnes Ave., 1603 St. Agnes Ave., 1605 St. Agnes Ave. 

An offer was received from Iglisia Cistiana Santidad y Restauracion Yisrael Inc. in the Amount of 
$100,000.00.  The bidder plans to use the properties for Religious Activity, food pantry, clothing distribution, 
Bible Summer Camp, and Community Service.  A second offer was received from Shahin Ahmadov in the 
amount of $95,000.00.  The bidder plans to Occupy for Primary Residence, and to create a Tutoring Center.  A 
third offer was received from Buena Vista Hispanic Seventh-Day Adventist Church.  The bidder needs a larger 
space and want to be closer to Hispanic congregation.  A fourth offer war received from Muslim Community 
Association of Mohawk Valley and Burmese Muslim Association of Utica.  The bidders plan to combined the 
space for both congregations, and to provide: Educational activities, Cultural activities, a Free Health Clinic, 
Family Day Care, ESL, Citizenship training, Youth activities, Sports activities, Tutoring, Special Events and to 
create possible apartments in the rectory. 

After coming out of Executive Session, Councilman Joseph Betrus, with the factors established by the 
Agency, made a motion to reject all offers and to cease marketing the property until such time as Corporation 
Counsel can ascertain how the agency can legally transfer ownership of tax foreclosed properties and new 
policy and procedures are created accordingly. The motion was seconded by Danielle Faulkner-Forgas and 
passed unanimously. 

 
Item #3  Executive Session 
 At 10:17 am Marques Phillips made a motion to go into executive session to discuss the sale of 1601 St. 
Agnes, 1603 St. Agnes, 1605 St. Agnes Ave. The motion was seconded by Councilman Joseph Betrus and 
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passed unanimously.  At 10:50 am Marques Phillips made a motion to come out of executive session. The 
motion was seconded by Councilman Joseph Betrus and passed unanimously 
 
Item# 4 Adjournment 

Councilman Joseph Betrus made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:56am. The motion was seconded 
by Mayor Michael Galime and passed unanimously.  
 
Respectfully submitted this 26th day of September, 2024 by Gene A. Allen 

 


