
May 18, 2020

Updated Essential Business Guidance 

We wanted to make you aware of several important new developments for businesses 
relating to the State's efforts to combat COVID-19:

1. ESD’s Essential Business Guidance has been updated as of May 16, 2020. Guidance can 
be found here.

 This guidance updates and supersedes any guidance you may have received to date on 
this topic. 

 Any business with a pending inquiry must refer to the updated guidelines or the New 
York Forward website to determine the status of your business. If your business is 
included in the list of essential businesses, you do not need confirmation of such by 
ESD. ESD will not be responding to individual requests for determinations.   

2. A new online tool has been developed to help determine whether your business is 
essential or is able to reopen. The New York Forward Business Reopening Lookup Tool 
can be found here. This tool will help you determine whether or not your business is 
eligible to reopen, and the public health and safety standards with which your business 
must comply.

3. The State will be issuing new safety and operating guidelines for businesses, including 
essential businesses and non-essential businesses that are permitted to reopen. Industry-
specific guidelines are currently available for business sectors in Phase One: construction; 
agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting; retail trade; manufacturing; and wholesale trade. 
Those requirements can be found here. 

4. Additional information on the phases of reopenings for businesses and industries can be 
found here. 

All Businesses that are currently open regardless of if you have been deemed essential 
previously or are a Phase 1 business, MUST read and affirm the detailed guidelines for 
your industry. 

Please be advised that both the guidance and the lookup tool are regularly updated. 
Industry partners are encouraged to continue to check their status for updates.
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Restart Oneida County

As we begin restarting our economy and entering phase one, we have created this resource 
page to help business owners navigate opening safely and responsibly.

Oneida County Best Practices Guidelines

Oneida County Business Reopening Toolkit

Re-opening Checklist

For questions pertaining to how to reopen your business using the Oneida County Toolkit 
email: RestartOC@ocgov.net 

UIDC COVID-19 Small Business Loan Program

The objective of the Utica Industrial Development Corporation (UIDC) COVID-19 Loan 
Program (the “Program”) is to help existing companies in Oneida and Herkimer Counties 
keep existing jobs and maintain overall viability during and immediately after the 
Coronavirus global pandemic. This program will assist businesses in covering rental and 
utility costs, as well as short-term working capital needs, while much of the economy is shut 
down or beginning to reopen with operational limitations still in place.

PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
 Must be a registered NYS for-profit legal business entity [excluding “sin businesses,” 

which include smoke shops, liquor stores, gambling facilities, and tanning salons]; 
 Must be located within Oneida County or Herkimer County. Priority is given to those 

within UIDC’s target investment area, which is generally defined as the urbanized 
area connecting the Cities of Utica and Rome, and the Village of Herkimer; 

 Applicant firms must have 25 or fewer FTE employees and be in existence since 
January 1, 2018; 

 Businesses must demonstrate financial losses directly attributed to the COVID-19 
pandemic; 

 Must NOT have already been approved for the federal Paycheck Protection Program 
(PPP). Those businesses that have applied but do not yet know if they have been 
approved are eligible to apply. Those businesses that subsequently close on a PPP 
loan must repay Oneida County the amount that they have received; 

 Applicant must present a reasonable likelihood for long-term viability. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001i01gs-mlR-nzx4Jlq_1hGJCtKKt-AZ7Fmxclb8XtudJ3KRtajUmB_FfIxO4QW-h0VMSPZNcc7KnKVRW7j2LowRS9_ttsKXLwAOqxIRw7r7V2mpbJ8EpR09_gbyVwjU5u60Lhqq6grzrtUGJph3eCAYjpftH8645td9iGR09IqCl5nl7hF9jsmLOtfMe5JJHrZCOhab9qMGxCjpzsv18_U4D-mFQIVRgoH--HX2pVsuldiFWdLzjYxg==&c=VPnRmeu_1DaDuS6mFUEnIW5yNtAZdzDYNvwOuXnl-MRcyvvKZAfnGA==&ch=0LAqcnb3KW0kdqDYKuknfWAWhEDgzLy45CZSIfvuAK2nmzz31XS1ZQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001i01gs-mlR-nzx4Jlq_1hGJCtKKt-AZ7Fmxclb8XtudJ3KRtajUmB_FfIxO4QW-h0T9a206LcANRsEhZ8hJV96I3PtUM3VWRk730QVemGtDHn51nPcoEGuITLEbei7ha_58E8rAxfgK6oMWl3X2_xHTR5yTSYgZojo_-88KWdfLtC5L0FDrtinUNKzpZGdsfzBM-6xzHL7BfdMey0FsM5P20z8rU4t9JNDSohtU0kSgsXReoUcf-HgumdlwW745KN7oU0k06T-7M=&c=VPnRmeu_1DaDuS6mFUEnIW5yNtAZdzDYNvwOuXnl-MRcyvvKZAfnGA==&ch=0LAqcnb3KW0kdqDYKuknfWAWhEDgzLy45CZSIfvuAK2nmzz31XS1ZQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001i01gs-mlR-nzx4Jlq_1hGJCtKKt-AZ7Fmxclb8XtudJ3KRtajUmB_FfIxO4QW-h0zXqjUQabDrpznDcOBsH3PNL5UQ9hEVZ4iaFfk5R23PxBRkqMWyBa_4f1U9Ul4H5vbFQoLVzYfMhhhOPC_Benx2iJpZ7TDZoeznb9S4FXgO_rDeuuZzqW3LoFfkoVTtQAqVLRZMCZWCJz1pZNCtjk1JsbDnQYm_1FKkt6zLnfKygfWQ0iUHb3bg==&c=VPnRmeu_1DaDuS6mFUEnIW5yNtAZdzDYNvwOuXnl-MRcyvvKZAfnGA==&ch=0LAqcnb3KW0kdqDYKuknfWAWhEDgzLy45CZSIfvuAK2nmzz31XS1ZQ==
mailto:RestartOC@ocgov.net


FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE CHARACTERISTICS
 Funds will be distributed via a third-party payment agreement, in which EDGE will 

directly pay the landlord or utility company on behalf of the applicant company 
 Loans will range in size from $5,000 to $15,000; 
 Interest will be four (4%) percent for the term of the loan; 
 Loan payments would be deferred for the first three months, followed by a three-

month interest-only period, followed by a 24-month amortization; 
 No physical collateral required, however, personal guarantees of ALL owners of the 

applicant will be required; 
 No application fee; $250 underwriting/closing costs will be capitalized in the loan; 
 No prepayment penalty; 
 Due to limited nature of funds, the amount loaned may be less than the amount 

requested by the applicant; 
 I f PPP funding is subsequently approved, UIDC COVID-19 Loan funds shall be repaid 

by the business 

More Details and Pre-Qualification Survey

If you are in need of assistance to navigate this every changing situation, please let us know 
and we can put you in touch with experts in the field.

We have created a listing of available business resources which can be found on our website. 
We're here to help your organization or business through this difficult time, and we will 
continue to provide relevant updates as they become available.

Do not hesitate to reach out to us if you are in need of assistance. Our staff contact listing can 
be found here or call the EDGE office at 315-338-0393.
-Mohawk Valley EDGE

Mohawk Valley EDGE | [315-338-0393]

Connect with us

   

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001i01gs-mlR-nzx4Jlq_1hGJCtKKt-AZ7Fmxclb8XtudJ3KRtajUmB_Jt_ApwGPgdDd1QdVBsXrHEPq7rOPliaGyLy4RDzZA0Tto53V73PoeLu433p506exOT1BrlLjt8w66qmotG471lkNJEGVmIIHlvBvb-XXM2KGQwVWYaCCoDqP61BbbSTv09vgKiJ_wRchu93GuALWGJJyrJdYdx5Nn41McpEkqK0&c=VPnRmeu_1DaDuS6mFUEnIW5yNtAZdzDYNvwOuXnl-MRcyvvKZAfnGA==&ch=0LAqcnb3KW0kdqDYKuknfWAWhEDgzLy45CZSIfvuAK2nmzz31XS1ZQ==
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