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PB Case No.: 01-16        

Address: Downtown Utica at Various Locations 

Applicant: City of Utica Planning Board     SEQRA 

Owner: City of Utica 

 

The City of Utica is proposing to add storm sewers at key locations in downtown Utica to separate stormwater from the 

sanitary sewers during wet weather as well as install green infrastructure (rain garden, porous pavers) to minimize the 

volume of stormwater generated during an event to mitigate combined sewer overflows (CSO) as outlined in the City’s 

Best Management Practices for Combined Sewer Overflows Report. Currently the City of Utica manages CSOs in 

accordance with a CSO SPDES permit issued by the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation. The 

City is required to eliminate or capture for treatment or storage and subsequent treatment, at least 85 percent of the 

system wide combined sewage during wet weather events by June 30, 2022. The project is being funded through the 

Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CSO Control Project A9.2 – C6-6076-05-02) and an Empire State Development 

Priority Project Grant (City Center Sewer Project – #19794).  

A separate storm sewer line will be installed from the Washington and Lafayette Street intersection and along Lafayette 

Street easterly across Genesee Street to Bleecker Street and then easterly to the First and Bleecker Street intersection. 

From this intersection the storm line will continue northerly to the Oriskany and First Street intersection. Two other new 

storm sewer pipe lines will be installed along the Oriskany/Jay Street branch and also along Genesee Street from Hopper 

Street to Eagle Street. Several connections (installation of smaller segments of pipe) will be constructed to complete the 

storm sewer separation of the Genesee Street drainage area. After the sewer separation work is complete, the City will 

install green infrastructure along Genesee Street to reduce the volume of stormwater generated and also to overhaul the 

character of the area. (Please see the attached map for the locations)  

Pursuant to section 2-29-568 and in accordance with the requirements of the State Environmental Quality Review Act 

(SEQRA), the City of Utica Planning Board must declare its intent to act as the SEQRA “Lead Agency”, determine the 

proposed action to be a Type 1 and provide for a coordinated review of the project through the SEQRA process, 

including an assessment of potential environmental impacts 

 


