
CITY OF UTICA URBAN RENEWAL AGENCY 

MEETING MINUTES – May 10, 2018 

1 KENNEDY PLAZA, UTICA, NEW YORK 13502 
 

MEMBERS ATTENDING:   Mayor Robert M. Palmieri, Councilman Bill Phillips, Councilman Robert 

DeSanctis, Dave Farina, Robin Harris, Michael Mahoney,  
 

OTHERS ATTENDING:  Brian Thomas, Gene Allen, Andy Brindisi, Cathy Mack, Merima Smajic, 

Assistant Corporation Council, Kathryn Hartnett, Assistant Corporation 
 

EXCUSED:  Fred Matrulli 
 

CALL TO ORDER:    By Brian Thomas at 9:38 A.M.  
 

ITEM #1  Approval of Agency Minutes  

Dave Farina made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 12, 2018 board meeting. The motion 

was seconded by Robin Harris and passed unanimously.  
 

____________________________________Old Business____________________________________ 

No Old business 
 

___________________________________New Business____________________________________ 

 

ITEM #2 2110 Whitesboro St, 3 Dent Street & 306.17-1-52.2 Dent Street 

An offer was received from Zakaria Nagi in the amount of $18,000.
00

.  The bidder plans to renovate the 

property for Primary Residence for his family.  A second offer was received from Patrick Dundon & Joseph 

Wells in the amount of $22,500.
00

.  The Bidder plans to renovate the property for Rental/Income Property.  A 

third offer was received from Ankush Batra in the amount of $23,500.00. The Bidder plans to renovate the 

property for Primary Residence/Rental Property.  A fourth offer was received from Michael Lynch in the 

amount of $9,000.00. The Bidder plans to renovate the property for Rental/Income Property.   

Mayor Palmieri made a request to discuss this property in Executive Session. 

 

ITEM #3 723 Columbia St. 

No action was taken on this property because prior to the meeting the only bidder, Vladimir Zhusma 

decided to change his proposal from the demolition of the property to renovating the property.  The Bidder had 

not been inside the property. Therefore he needed to make an appt. to go thru the property and update his 

application before it could be heard by the Board. 

 

ITEM #4 1515 & 1519 Seymour Ave 

An offer was received from Dahirys Garcia for the two lots at 1515 & 1519 Seymour Avenue.  The 

bidder plans to fence, landscape, pave and create additional parking for her adjacent property.   

Councilman Bill Phillips, with the factors established by the Agency for selection of a purchaser having 

been considered by the Agency members, made a motion to designate Dahirys Garcia as a qualified and 

eligible project sponsor for the redevelopment of 1515 & 1519 Seymour Ave., with the condition that all 

applicable codes are complied with and any necessary permits are obtained for work to be completed on the 

property. The motion was seconded by Councilman Robert DeSanctis and passed unanimously. 

 

ITEM #6 Request to Draw Funds - Comptroller 

A request was made by the City of Utica Comptroller’s office to draw funds from the Urban Renewal 

bank account to pay for various expenses incurred by the City of Utica’s General Fund. A handout detailing 

the expenses was provided to the Board members. 

Councilman Robert DeSanctis made a motion to approve the draw of funds. The motion was seconded 

by Councilman Bill Phillips and passed unanimously. 

  



ITEM #7 Professional Services Agreement 

A proposal was submitted by the Office of the Corporation Counsel to provide legal services to the URA 

as the need arises. Attorneys with the Office of the Corporation Counsel shall advise and counsel URA by 

consulting with its board and staff, and represent URA's interest in all legal proceedings and matters.  

Mayor Robert M. Palmieri made a motion to enter into the Professional Services Agreement. The 

motion was seconded by Councilman Robert DeSanctis and passed unanimously. 

 

ITEM #8 Grant Option to MVHS 

Along with the four previously approved options for properties within the overall footprint of the 

proposed MHVS project footprint, the City of Utica also currently owns a parcel of land at 401 State Street 

(tax parcel ID #318.34-1-37) which is required for the development and construction of the overall project.  As 

such, it is proposed that the Utica Urban Renewal Agency also grant an option to the Mohawk Valley Health 

Systems on the same terms and conditions as those for the four properties previously reviewed and approved 

by the Agency. 

Councilman Bill Phillips made a motion to incorporate 401 State Street into the Option Agreement that 

was previously approved by the Agency. The motion was seconded by Dave Farina and passed unanimously. 

 

ITEM #9 Extension for Due Diligence Activities (103, 105, 107 Pleasant Street) 

Rochester Primary Care Network has requested an extension of the timeframe to complete closing on 

the properties at 103, 105, and 107 Pleasant St., so they can complete the due diligence research required by 

their funder.  The extension (if approved) would allow them until July 31, 2018 to complete their Due 

Diligence and close on the properties. 

Mayor Robert M. Palmieri made a motion to grant the extension for Due Diligence activities and closing 

until July 31, 2018.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Robert DeSanctis and passed unanimously 

 

ITEM #10 Executive Session  

Robin Harris made a motion to enter into Executive Session at 10:19 A.M. to review the sale of the 

property at 2110 Whitesboro St and the 2 lots on Dent Street. The motion was seconded by Dave Farina and 

passed unanimously. A motion was made by Robin Harris to come out of Executive Session at 10:41A.M. The 

motion was seconded by Councilman Bill Phillips and passed unanimously.  

 

ITEM #11      2110 Whitesboro St, 3 Dent Street & 306.17-1-52.2 Dent Street  

Councilman Bill Phillips with the factors established by the Agency for selection of a purchaser having 

been considered by the Agency members, made a motion to designate Zakaria Nagi as a qualified and eligible 

project sponsor for the redevelopment of 2110 Whitesboro St, 3 Dent Street & 306.17-1-52.2 Dent Street with 

the conditions that renovations to the building be completed within 6 months of closing and with the condition 

that all applicable codes are complied with and any necessary permits are obtained for work to be completed 

on the property.  

The motion was seconded by Councilman Robert DeSanctis and passed unanimously 

 

ITEM #11 Adjournment 

David Farina made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:57 A.M. The motion was seconded by Robin 

Harris and passed unanimously.  
 

Respectfully submitted this 10
th

  day of May 2018  

Gene A. Allen  


