
CITY OF UTICA URBAN RENEWAL AGENCY 

OFFICIAL MEETING MINUTES – OCTOBER 30, 2014 

1 KENNEDY PLAZA, UTICA, NEW YORK   13502  

 
MEMBERS ATTENDING:  Mike Mahoney, Joan Harris, Phil Montana, Samantha 

Colosimo-Testa, Mayor Palmieri, Phil Montana 
 
OTHERS ATTENDING: Cathy Mack, Andy Brindisi, Gene Allen, Brian Thomas 
 
EXCUSED: Ed Bucciero, Fred Matrulli, Samantha Colosimo-Testa (at 

10:00) 
 
VIA TELEPHONE: Joe Hobika, Sr. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: By Brian Thomas at 9:42AM 
 

ITEM # 1 Approval of Agency Minutes 
 Phil Montana made a motion to accept the minutes of the October 16, 2014 board 
meeting. The motion was seconded by Joan Harris passed unanimously.  
 
ITEM #2 1502 Whitesboro Street 
 An offer was received from Celestino Batista in the amount of $3,000.00 for the property 
at 1502 Whitesboro Street.  The bidder plans to renovate for primary residence.  The property 
was tabled at the last meeting so that Andy and Mike could go through it to get a more accurate 
renovation budget.  The bidder was not present at the meeting.  
 Mike Mahoney made a motion to reject the bidder’s application/offer.  The motion was 
seconded by Phil Montana and passed unanimously.   
  
ITEM #3 1150, 1152, 1515 Brinckerhoff, 316 Eagle St, 

1127,1129,1131,1133,1135,1200,1202,1204,1206,1208,1227 Seymour Ave, 1220,1222,1224, 

1304,1306 Dudley Ave, 1518,1520 Howard Ave, 1424,1426 Neilson St. 
 An offer was received from the Municipal Housing Authority of the City of Utica in the 
amount of $47,000.00 for the properties listed above. The developer proposes a scattered site 
development of affordable housing units centered around the former Roosevelt School site. 

Phil Montana made a motion to designate the Municipal Housing Authority of the City of 
Utica as a qualified and eligible project sponsor for the redevelopment of the properties listed 
above with the condition that all applicable codes are complied with and any necessary permits 
are obtained for work to be completed on the property. The motion was seconded by Mike 
Mahoney and passed unanimously.     
 
ITEM #4      1515 Brinckerhoff Avenue 
 An offer was received from James S. Buswell in the amount of $5,000.00 for the property 
located at 1515 Brinckerhoff Avenue. The bidder plans to construct a 1 family home. 
 Phil Montana made a motion to reject the offer as this property is a part of the Municipal 
Housing Authority project (referenced above).  The motion was seconded by Mike Mahoney and 
passed unanimously.     

 
ITEM #5 1220, 1222, & 1224 Dudley Avenue    

An offer was received from Carlos R. Morquecho & Ana L. Peralta in the amount of 
$1,500.00 for the property located at 1220, 1222, & 1224 Dudley Avenue. The bidder plans to 
renovate for primary residence and fence the lots.    

Phil Montana made a motion to reject the offer as this property is a part of the Municipal 



Housing Authority project (referenced above).  The motion was seconded by Mike Mahoney and 
passed unanimously.       
 

ITEM #6 310 Broad Street 
 An offer was received from Mark & Sandra Schultz in the amount of $78,000.00 for the 
property at 310 Broad Street.  The bidder plans to renovate for business/commercial use.  A 
second offer was received from 310 Broad Street, LLC in the amount of $100,000 to renovate for 
Income/business/commercial use. 
 The Board heard presentations from both bidders on their intended use for the property.  
Sandra Schultz told the Board that she was going to partner with Dave Benoit (a previous, but 
still current) bidder on the property as well.  The Board informed them that they would now have 
to submit a new application that references the partnership as well as a detailed business plan 
outlining the partnership and showing how the building would be being used to support this 
partnership.  310 Broad Street, LLC also needs to supply the board with a detailed business plan 
as well.  Once the Board received these they would review all applications and come to a 
decision for the best use of the property. 
 Mayor Palmieri made a motion to table the bids on the property until all business plans 
and applications are received and a meeting of the Board could be scheduled to review all 
submitted applications.  The motion was seconded by Mike Mahoney and passed unanimously. 
 
ITEM #7 1125 Summit Place 
 An offer was received from Japheth Kafi in the amount of $1,000.00 for the property at 
1125 Summit Place.  The bidder plans to renovate for primary residence. 

Mayor Palmieri made a motion to designate the Japheth Kafi as a qualified and eligible 
project sponsor for the redevelopment of 1125 Summit Place with the condition that all 
applicable codes are complied with and any necessary permits are obtained for work to be 
completed on the property. Also, that the bidder schedule and pass all ROP inspections due on all 
his properties before he closes.  The motion was seconded by Phil Montana and passed 
unanimously.     
 
ITEM #8 1309 & 1311 Sunset Avenue 
 An offer was received from Angel M. Rios in the amount of $1,000.00 for the property at 
1309 & 1311 Sunset Avenue.  The bidder plans to renovate for primary residence.   

Mike Mahoney made a motion to designate the Angel M. Rios as a qualified and eligible 
project sponsor for the redevelopment of 1309 & 1311 Sunset Avenue with the condition that all 
applicable codes are complied with and any necessary permits are obtained for work to be 
completed on the property. The motion was seconded by Phil Montana and passed unanimously.     
 
ITEM #9 1201 Brinckerhoff Avenue - Extension  
 The owners of 1201 Brinckerhoff Avenue came before the Board to ask for an extension 
of time in order to complete the rehabilitation of the property.   
 Mayor Palmieri made a motion to give the owners a 3 month extension to complete the 
rehabilitation of the property.  He also informed the owners that URAA staff would be driving 
by the property on a weekly basis to ensure that the work is commencing.  The motion was 
seconded by Mike Mahoney and passed unanimously. 
 
ITEM #10 Update on EBay Sales 
 Gene Allen provided a printout to the Board members showing them which items had 
been sold and how much they sold for.  The update showed that the Agency has been paid 
$473.71 for the items thus far. 
 
 



ITEM #11 Transfer of Funds 

  
        The following transfer of funds needs Agency approval:        
From:  CU58620 471  Urban Renewal-Miscellaneous                        $4,203.37  
To:      CU58620 214  Urban Renewal-Computers                                   $   203.37  

To:      CU58620 402  Urban Renewal – Other Supplies & Materials      $4,000.00 

Explanation: Transfer within cost centers to provide additional funding to cover the 

purchase of updated equipment for the Media Department and the purchase of 

plywood used for the boarding of City owned buildings.  

 Mike Mahoney made a motion to approve the Transfer of Funds.  The 

motion was seconded by Phil Montana and passed unanimously. 
 

ITEM #12 Executive Session 
  Phil Montana made a motion to enter into Executive Session at 10:44a.m.to review 

applications submitted to the Agency.  The motion was seconded by Mike Mahoney and passed 
unanimously.  Mike Mahoney made a motion to come out of Executive Session at 10:50a.m.  
 The motion was seconded by Phil Montana and passed unanimously.   

   
ITEM #11     Adjournment 

Joan Harris made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:59a.m.  The motion was 
seconded by Mike Mahoney and passed unanimously.   
 
Respectfully submitted this 6th day of November, 2014  
Cathy Mack 
 


